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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BEFORE THE 
TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

In re Registration No. 1,606,810 (REDSKINETTES)  
Registered July 17, 1990, 

Registration No. 1,085,092 (REDSKINS)  
Registered February 7, 1978, 

Registration No. 987,127 (THE REDSKINS & DESIGN)  
Registered June 25, 1974, 

Registration No. 986,668 (WASHINGTON REDSKINS & DESIGN)  
Registered June 18, 1974, 

Registration No. 978,824 (WASHINGTON REDSKINS)  
Registered February 12, 1974, 

and Registration No. 836,122 (THE REDSKINS—STYLIZED LETTERS)  
Registered September 26, 1967 

Amanda Blackhorse, Marcus Briggs, 
Phillip Gover, Jillian Papan, and 
Courtney Tsotigh, 
 
Petitioners, 
 
v. 
 
Pro-Football, Inc., 
 
Registrant. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
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IN THE UNITED STATES 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - 
In re Registration No. 1,606,810 
(Redskinettes), Registered 
July 17, 1990, 
Registration No. 1,343,442 (Skins) 
Registered June 18, 1985, 
Registration No. 1,085,092 
(Redskins) 
Registered February 7, 1978, 
Registration No. 987,127 
(The Redskins & Design) 
Registered June 25, 1974, 
Registration No. 986,668 
(Washington Redskins & Design) 
Registered June 18, 1974, 
Registration No. 978,824 
(Washington Redskins) 
Registered February 12, 1974, 
and Registration No. 836,122 
(The Redskins - Stylized Letters) 
Registered September 26, 1967 

SUZAN. SHOWN HARJO, RAYMOND D. 
APODACA, VINE DeLORIA, JR., 
NORBERT S. HILL, JR., MATEO 
ROMERO, WILLIAM A. MEANS, and 
MANLEY A. BEGAY, JR., 

Petitioners, 
V. 

PRO-FOOTBALL, INC., 

Respondents. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Cancellation 
No. 21,069 

CONFIDENTIAL 
EXCERPTS: 
PAGES: 109-111, 

124-134 

Washington, D.C. 

Tuesday, March 26, 1996 



CONFIDENTIAL EXCERPTS

Deposition of 

2 JOHN KENT COOKE  

3 a witness, called for examination by counsel for the 

4 Petitioners, pursuant to notice of counsel, held at 

5 the law offices of Dorsey & Whitney, Suite 200, 1330 

6 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., beginning 

7 at 10:05 a.m., before Monica A. Voorhees, RPR/CSR and 

8 notary public in and for the District of Columbia, 

9 when were present on behalf of the respective 

10 parties: 

11 

12 APPEARANCES: 

13 On behalf of Petitioners: 

14 MICHAEL A. LINDSAY, ESQUIRE 
STEPHEN R. BAIRD, ESQUIRE 

15 Dorsey & Whitney 
220 South Sixth Street 

16 Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
(612) 340-2600 

17
On behalf of Respondents: 

18
JOHN PAUL REINER, ESQUIRE 

19 NADINE P. FLYNN, ESQUIRE 
White & Case 

20 1155 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10036-2787 

21 (212) 819-8200 

22
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BY MR. LINDSAY: 

Did Mr. Morse ever sue the Washington 

There was a lawsuit, yes. 

Where was that case brought? 

Here in Washington. 

When was that? 

In the late '80s, as I recall. 

Has that case now been resolved? 

It was resolved. 

When was that? 

In the late '80s. 

How was it resolved? 

I believe it was settled. 

Did the settlement involve payment to Mr. 

MR. REINER: I object to the question. Was

there any stipulation of any confidentiality or 

anything?

THE WITNESS: Yes, there was. 

MR. REINER: All right. I didn't know this

myself, Counsel. But if there was, I caution you 

BETA REPORTING 
1-800-522-2382 
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1 that you may not breach any confidentiality --

2 THE WITNESS: I've already done that. 

3 MR. REINER: -- entered by a Court or. 

4 anything. I don't know the answer to any of these 

5 questions, Counsel. I'm just cautioning the witness. 

6 You have an obligation to abide by anything that was 

7 done in a legal proceeding as part of a settlement. 

8 THE WITNESS: Then I think all this 

9 testimony is my mistake in not telling you about 

10 that. 

11 MR. REINER: All right. Then I would move 

12 that we have this part of the transcript deemed to be 

13 sealed under a secrecy provision, Counsel. 

14 MR. LINDSAY: That's fine. 

15 (Counsel conferred with witness) 

16 BY MR. LINDSAY: 

17 Q Who represented the Washington football 

18 team in that matter? 

19 A Hogan and Hartson. 

20 Q What individual lawyer? 

21 A Bob Cave. 

22 Q C-A-V--E?
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A Right. 

Q Who represented Mr. Morse? 

A I don't recall. 

Q When you say that the case was brought here 

in Washington, do you mean within the District of 

Columbia as opposed to one of the surrounding States? 

A It was in the District of Columbia and 

whether it was a -- may I? 

MR. REINER: Yes, let me speak with you. 

(Witness conferred with counsel) 

THE WITNESS: It was in the District of 

Columbia, but I'm not sure if it was in the Courts or 

if it was an administrative agency here. 

BY MR. LINDSAY: 

Q When you say administrative agency, is 

there a particular type of agency you have in mind? 

A I don't remember the actual charges that he 

filed or whom he filed them with. 

(End of Confidential Portion)
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(John K. Cooke Deposition Exhibit No. 

2 was marked for identification) 

BY MR. LINDSAY: 

Q Sir, I am showing yo.0 what has been marked 

as John K. Cooke Exhibit 2. Could you please review 

that document.

(Witness examined document) 

BY MR. LINDSAY: 

Q Have you completed your review? 

A I've read the document. 

Q The author purports to have been signed by 

yourself. Did you, in fact, sign it? 

• A Yes. 

Q And you wrote the letter? 

A I did. 

Q Does that refresh your recollection as to 

whether you took any steps to effect the perception 

of the author of Exhibit 1 that Mr. Williams was a 

mascot of the Washington football team? 

A I pointed out to Susan Fletcher in this 

letter that he was not the official mascot of the 

Redskins.

(202) 638-2400 (703) -2382
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Q The letter also purports to have enclosed a 

ess release; do you see that, or excuse me, an 

ticle from I believe the Washington Star? 

A Yes, I see that. 

Q Do you still have a copy of that article? 

A I don't have a copy of that article. 

Q Other than sending the letter, did you take 

any steps -- excuse me, the letter marked as Exhibit 

2, did you take any additional steps to effect the 

perception of the author of Exhibit 1 that Mr. Zema 

Williams was a mascot of the Washington football 

team?

A I don't recall. 

(John K. Cooke Deposition Exhibit No. 

3 was marked for identification.) 

BY MR. LINDSAY: 

Q I'm showing you, sir, what has been marked 

as John K. Cooke Exhibit 3. Would you please review 

that document.

(Witness examined document) 

THE WITNESS: I've read the document. 

BY MR. LINDSAY: 
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1 Q The document purports to be addressed to 

2 you; do you see that? 

3 A It is. 

4 Q Did you, in fact, receive the document on 

5 or about the date that it bears? 

6 A I did. 

7 Q Was it an accurate report of the benefits 

8 that the Washington football team had been providing 

9 to Mr. Williams up until that time?. 

10 Object to the form of the 

11 question. 

12 Would you read it back again, please. 

13 (The reporter read the record as 

14 requested.? 

15 MR. REINER: Still object, but you may 

16 answer it. 

17 recall, we found out 

18 this would be the case. 

19 BY MR. LINDSAY: 

20 Q Who was the author of Exhibit 3? 

21 A Paul Denfeld was the director of stadium 

22 operations, following Dale Morse, I believe. 
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1 Q Had you asked him to collect information 

2 with respect to Mr. Williams? 

3 A No. 

4 Q How was it that Mr., I'm sorry, Demfeld was 

5 his name? 

6 A De.nfeld, D-E-N-F-E-L-D. 

7 Q How was it that Mr. Denfeld came to provide 

8 you with the information? 

9 A He says in his letter, Nate Pope from NPC 

10 and Associates (the relation to Chief Z I do not 

11 know) called and asked if Chief Z will have the same 

12 rights and privileges as he had last year. 

13 I asked what these rights were and Mr. Pope 

14 said, he goes on to say, the free admission into the 

15 stadium, access to the field at any time, free 

16 parking (much to my surprise). I will do whatever 

17 you wish with regards to this matter, but I would 

18 prefer to limit Z to -- Chief Z to the stands. That 

19 is, if you decide to allow him into the stadium at 

20 all. 

21 Please advise. I think it speaks for 

22 itself, sir.

(202) 638-2400 1-800-522-2382 (703) 684-2382



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

22

CONFIDENTIAL EXCERPTS 144 

Q Just so we are clear, sir, the last few 

sentences that you have spoken are either a quotation 

from the letter or a paraphrase thereof? 

A I read the letter. 

Q Do you have any understanding, sir, as to 

why Mr. Denfeld felt that he should advise you of 

this matter rather than making the decision himself? 

A Yes. 

Q What is your understanding? 

A My understanding is that he was surprised 

that this fellow received these things and he wanted 

to advise me right away to that effect. 

Q Did you take any steps to eliminate all or 

any of those benefits? 

A Yes, we did. 

Q Which benefits were eliminated? 

A All of them. 

MR. REINER: Counsel, I just note for the 

record that these were confidential documents that 

were produced under a stipulation of confidentiality 

Order. I think they should be deemed under that 

Order for purposes of this deposition as well as this 
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^t of the transcript relating to these documents. 

MR. LINDSAY: That's fine, subject, of 

zrse, to our position that we don't believe that 

documents are confidential, but I understand that 

Order makes provision for the actions that we 

>uld take if we disagree with your statement. 

MR. REINER: Whatever the Order says the 

Order says, Counsel. I'm just pointing it out for

the record what these documents are and I just am 

asserting for the record that these should remain 

deemed confidential under the Order and that this 

testimony be treated as sealed and confidential under 

the Order until there is a further Order of the TTAB. 

(John K. Cooke Deposition Exhibit No. 

4 was marked for identification) 

BY MR. LINDSAY: 

Q Sir, I am showing you what has been marked 

as John K. Cooke Exhibit 4. Please review the 

document.

(Witness examined document) 

MR. REINER: I just want to note again for 

the record that this document is also marked 

8 

9 

10 

BETA REPORTING 
1-.80.0-522-2382 (202) 638-2400 (703) 684-2382
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1 confidential and was produced subject to the Order 

2 and that any testimony with respect to it would be 

3 deemed to be under seal until such time as there is a 

4 supplemental or another Order of the TTAB. I have 

5 no -- I don't know what the pending question is, but 

6 in any event, here it is in front of you. 

7 BY MR. LINDSAY: 

8 Q Have you completed your review of Exhibit 

9 4, sir? 

10 A I've read the letter. 

11 Q First of all, who is the signer of the 

12 letter? 

13 A I am. 

14 Q And you, in fact, wrote the letter? 

15 A I did. 

16 Q In the, I believe it is the second 

17 paragraph, sir, at the end, there is a statement --

18 A Second to the end? 

19 Q No, second paragraph of the letter. At the 

20 end of that paragraph I believe there is a statement 

21 to the effect -- 

22 MR. REINER: Excuse me, Counsel. There are 

1-800-522-2382 .(202) 638-2400 (703) 684-2382
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1 four paragraphs, which one are you talking about? 

2 BY MR. LINDSAY: 

3 Q Actually --

4 MR. REINER: Is it the third paragraph in 

5 the letter? 

6 MR. LINDSAY: Why don't you provide the 

7 letter back to 

MR. REINER: I'm afraid the record got a 

9 little bit confused, that's all. 

10 BY MR. LINDSAY: 

11 Q Sir, I will read to you the second 

12 paragraph of the letter. In fact, I will read the 

13 entire second paragraph. 

14 "Frankly, I am that Mr. Williams 

15 has received free admission into the stadium, free 

16 parking, and access onto the field. Surprised, 

17 because it was expressly forbidden by me two years 

18 ago." 

19 And I will ask you now to review that 

20 second paragraph so that you have it in mind. 

21 (Witness examined document) 

22 THE WITNESS: I've the second 
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1

2

3 Q First of all, sir, is it your testimony 

4 that as of two years prior to. the date of Exhibit 4 

5 you had forbidden the extension of each and every one 

6 of the benefits listed in letter? 

7 A I don't recall what I forbade. 

8 Q Had you forbidden, let's go through them, 

9 had you forbidden free tickets? 

10 A I don't recall forbade. 

11 Q Had you forbidden free parking? 

12 A I don't recall. 

13 Q Had you forbidden access to the field? 

14 A I don't recall. 

15 Q Was there some writing in which you 

16 expressed your prohibition? 

17 A I don't recall. 

18 (John K. Cooke Deposition Exhibit No. 

19 5 was marked for identification.) 

2.0

21 Q I am showing you what has been marked as 

22 John K. Cooke Exhibit 5. Would you please review the 

(202) 638-2400 1-800-522-2382 (703) 684-2382
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document. 

(Witness examined document) 

BY MR. LINDSAY: 

Q Have you completed your review? 

A I have read it. 

Q Are you the author of Exhibit 5? 

A I am. 

Q Sir, did you write Exhibit 5 in your 

capacity as executive vice president of the 

Washington football team? 

A I did. 

Q And just so our record is clear, sir, if 

you could place Exhibits 3 and 4 in front of yourself 

again. I just want to make sure your answer is the 

same. 

Did you write Exhibit 3 in your capacity as 

executive vice president of the Washington football 

team? 

A Exhibit 3? 

Q Yes, sir. 

A No, I did not. 

Q I may have misspoken as to the numbers. 
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1 Did you write Exhibit 2, my apologies, I did 

2 misspeak. you write Exhibit 2 in your capacity 

3 as executive vice president of the Washington 

4 football team? 

5 A I did. 

6 Q Did you write Exhibit 4 in your capacity as 

7 executive vice president of the Washington football 

8 team? 

9 A Yes. 

10 Q Did you receive Exhibit 1 in your capacity 

11 as executive vice president of the Washington 

12 football team? 

13 A I received a copy of that letter, yes. 

14 Q Sir, in Exhibit 5, again, there is a 

15 reference in the final paragraph to making an offer 

16 to Mr. Williams and his talent agency; do you see 

17 that? 

18 A I do. 

19 Q Did you personally make that offer? 

20 A I don't recall. 

21 Q Setting aside whether you recall if you 

22 personally made the offer, was the offer made orally 



151 

1 or in writing? 

2 A I don't recall. 

Q What was the substance of the offer? 

4 A This letter states that we offered a single 

5 seat to Mr. Williams, as long as he would stay in the 

6 stands, as other fans do. 

7. Q Did the offer made to Mr. Williams impose 

8 any other restrictions on his behavior, other than 

9 that he stay in the stands? 

10 A I don't recall. 

11 Q Are there any documents from which you 

12 could refresh your recollection as to the terms of 

13 that offer? 

14 A I don't -- I don't know. 

15 (End of Confidential Portion) 
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